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SUBJECT: MP JACK HORNER SWITCHES TO LIBERAL PARTY 

1 . SUMMARY - RUMORED FOR WEEKS, PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE 
(PC) MEMBER JACK HORNER S SWITCH TO LIBERAL PARTY COM- 
PLETED WITH HORNER ANNOUNCEMENT APRIL 20. CAPPING EXTEN- 
SIVE POLITICAL INTRIGUE INCLUDING REPORTED ENTICEMENT OF 

A CABINET POST AND DISAGREEMENT WITH PC LEADER JOE CLARK, 

HORNER MOVE DIFFICULT TO GAUGE FOR EFFECT ON PROTAGONISTS; 

THE LIBERALS, PCS, CLARK AND HORNER HIMSELF. SOME MAIN- 
TAIN IT UNQUALIFIED PLUS FOR LIBERALS. OTHERS ARGUE IT 
COULD BACKFIRE ON BOTH HORNER AND LIBERALS. VOTERS OVER 
TIME WILL PROVIDE ANSWER. END SUMMARY. 

2. ENDING SEVERAL WEEKS OF UNCERTAINTY. MP JACK HORNER. 

FORMERLY A LEADER OF RIGHT WING OF PROGRESSIVE CONSERVA- 
TIVE (PC) PARTY AND A PROMINENT WESTERN MEMBER. ANNOUNCED 
APRIL 20 HE WAS RESIGNING FROM PCS AND JOINING LIBERALS. 

3. BACKGROUND OF SWITCH REPRESENTS TANGLED WEB OF 
POLITICAL INTRIGUE. BRIEFLY, HORNER HAS LONG BEEN MAVER- 
ICK IN PC PARTY. HE WAS CONSISTENT CRITIC OF FORMER PC 
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LEADER ROBERT STANFIELD. HORNER S STAUNCH CONSERVATISM 
CONTRASTED SHARPLY WITH STANFIELD'S MODERATION AND HORNER 
OPPOSED STANFIELD’S ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH SOME PC 
CREDIBILITY IN FRENCH CANADA. 

4. ALTHOUGH HORNER WAS BEATEN BY JOE CLARK FOR PC LEADER- 
SHIP. IT APPEARED UNTIL RECENTLY THE TWO WERE WORKING WELL 
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TOGETHER. HORNER, AN UNUSUALLY BRIGHT MP, APPEARED HAPPY 
AND WELL-QUALIFIED AS PC SHADOW MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT. 

5. SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE COMMONS EASTER RECESS, LIBERAL 
REPS SOUNDED OUT HORNER ON POSSIBLE SWITCH TO LIBERAL 
PARTY. CLAIMING PC LEADER CLARK HAD RENEGED ON PROMISE 


TO ASSURE HORNER "SAFE SEAT" IN NEXT FEDERAL ELECTIONS, 
HORNER STATED PUBLICLY HE SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING OFFER, 
ADDING TO BROKEN PROMISE CHARGE LOFTY TALK ABOUT WANTING 
TO SERVE IN GOVERNMENT DURING DIFFICULT PERIOD FOR NATION. 

6. SHORTLY BEFORE EASTER BREAK, PM TRUDEAU HAD HORNER TO 
DINNER AND SUBSEQUENTLY CLARK STRIPPED HORNER OF SHADOW 
MINISTER DUTIES. 

7. ANNOUNCING DECISION TO SWITCH PARTIES, HORNER 
MENTIONED HIS INTEREST IN A CABINET PORTFOLIO, POSSIBLY 
TRANSPORT. THIS IN KEEPING WITH EARLIER RUMORS THAT PORT- 
FOLIO DANGLED BEFORE HIM AS INCENTIVE TO SWITCH. 

8. HORNER HAS CLOSE FOLLOWING OF ABOUT FIVE OTHER MPS BUT 
THERE NO INDICATION YET THAT OTHERS WILL SWITCH. 

9. COMMENT: EFFECT OF HORNER MOVE ON PROTAGONISTS DIFFI- 
CULT TO GAUGE AT PRESENT. ONE CLOSE OBSERVER, A PROMINENT 
PC MEMBER, EXPRESSED VIEW TO DCM THAT SWITCH WAS UN- 
QUALIFIED PLUS FOR TRUDEAU AND LIBERALS. IT GIVES THEM, 
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HE SAID, A STRONG BASE IN ALBERTA, ALL OF WHOSE FEDERAL 
SEATS WERE PREVIOUSLY PC; ACCESS TO ADMINISTRATION OF 
ALBERTA PREMIER LOUGHEED (HORNER'S BROTHER IS ALBERTA'S 
DEPUTY PREMIER AND TRANSPORT MINISTER); AND POSSIBLY A 
STRONG AND CAPABLE MINISTER FROM THE WEST SHOULD HORNER 
TAKE TRANSPORT OR SOME OTHER PORTFOLIO. FINALLY, IT 
PROMINENTLY FEATURES PCS AS DISORGANIZED AND PC LEADER 
JOE CLARK AS NOT IN CONTROL OF HIS CAUCUS. 

10. ENTIRELY DIFFERENT CASE CAN, HOWEVER, BE MADE. 

HAD THE SWITCH BEEN CARRIED OFF NEATLY AND QUICKLY, 
LIBERALS WOULD HAVE GAINED THROUGH APPEARANCE OF DISEN- 
CHANTED WESTERNER RALLYING RESOLUTELY TO THEIR CAUSE. AS 
IT TURNED OUT, HORNER VACILLATED OVER EXTENDED PERIOD, 

WAS STRIPPED OF PC PARTY POWER, AND FINALLY DRAGGED SELF 
INTO LIBERAL CAMP. FURTHER, IF HE GIVEN A MINISTRY, SOME 
BONA FIDE LIBERALS LIKELY TO BE MIFFED. TRANSPORT MINIS- 
TER OTTO LANG HAS REPORTEDLY ALREADY INDICATED HE DOES NOT 
INTEND TO LEAVE THAT POSITION. 
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1 1 . IMAGE OF JOE CLARK AS NOT IN CONTROL OF HIS CAUCUS 
MAY NOT TAKE HOLD. ONCE HORNER HINTED PUBLICLY HE MIGHT 
SWITCH, CLARK TOOK TOUGH, DETERMINED LINE WITH HIM. 

WHOLE EPISODE MAY HAVE HAD UNEXPECTED EFFECT OF BOOSTING 
CLARK IMAGE AS FIRM LEADER WHO CAN KEEP NOTORIOUSLY 
FACTIONAL CAUCUS IN LINE. 

12. SINCE HORNER MOVE SO UNUSUAL AND LOADED WITH POLITI- 
CAL NUANCE, AVERAGE VOTER PROBABLY QUITE BEWILDERED AT 
PRESENT AND ONLY TIME WILL SORT OUT WHO WINS AND WHO 
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LOSES FROM THIS SWITCH. HORNER S SEAT WILL BE SUBSTANTIAL- 
LY REDISTRICTED AND, EVEN BEFORE HIS DEFECTION TO LIBERALS, 
PUNDITS WERE NOT CONFIDENTLY PREDICTING OUTCOME. ENDERS 
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